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limited in its powers, and the limiting fiscal provisions of the
charter compelled the Crown not to reduce but to extend its
activities and its sphere of action. The existence of the
document, however, in conjunction with the long minority of
Henry III, did ensure that the conception of the Crown as the
predominant partner, but still only a partner, in a working
association of groups and institutions forming together the
community of the realm, was never wholly lost until the middle
of the eighteenth century, by which time the men of property
had finally absorbed the powers of king, lords, and commons
alike.

The baronage in 1215 had some measure of popular support
due to the unpopularity of John's foreign wars and to the
harshness of his taxation, but it is evident from the history of
the succeeding reigns that the people on the whole preferred
the monarchy to the junta of barons who periodically attempted
to exercise the powers of the Crown. The judgment of the people
was right. A weak king spelt weak government, but govern-
ment by a committee of great nobles meant, in practice, no
government at all. A weak king could be, and was, deposed.
The baronage could be controlled only by the Crown. And the
public temper demanded that it should be controlled. That is
the key to the political history of the late Middle Ages. The
English council or parliament was the council of a united
nation whose liberties depended on the Crown and who had no
wish to be balkanized by being dissolved once more into a
congeries of semi-independent baronial principalities who could
and would ride roughshod over customary tenures and royal
charters.

This growing national unity and consciousness had its threat,
however, to the monarchy, for tfyere was a growing reaction
against foreign wars, foreign favourites, foreign priests, and papal
taxation, which, was at its height in the long and troubled reign
of Henry III because the king himself was at once loyal, pious,
and poor. His brother was, by the pope's influence, elected
king of the Romans, emperor-elect of the Holy Roman Empire.
His own financial necessities led him along the same path,
because in an alliance with the pope and the emperor against
* France lay the best hope of regaining his lost French territories.